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sheaves'of fine paddy (Pat. 13). In the wilderness, the rocks were so hot owing to the scorching rays of the son that the paddy poured on
•4^ became immediately parched (Akam.l:13). T3ti? village w^s so fertile that sugarcane was placed under the wheels of carts bringing toddy for the reapers of paddy from the watery fields where also the lotus grew, so that the carts did not get stuck in the slush (AkamJ16:2). The sound of the kettle-drums beaten by the reapers
„ of fine paddy, scared away the birds in the flowery ponds nearby (Akam.204:10). The maid said to the hero: "Lord! Why don't you stay in our village  today before  proceeding  further? Your horses can eat the porridge made from the flouj^oj^ fine paddy-rice got in exchange for fbfiTinixeil  with curds;  we  shall  adorn you "with the  fragrant paste  of sandalwood  from Potiyil hill" (Akam.340:14).    The heroine was fair like Tonti  port,  where  women  engaged themselves   in   playing   games   leaving   their pestles with which they had pounded beaten rifi^ upon the ridges of the field with luxuriant ears of paddy-corn (Kuru.382).   The hero came to marry his beloved,  anxiously looking forward to his arrival, even like midnight rains to paddy crops with ears of corn that* had been withering  for  want  of  water  in  a  universal period of drought (Nar.22:10).    In the fertile village of the hero, scabbard-fish rolled beside the   sheaves   of  paddy-crop   that   shook   the flower of the plantain-tree hanging at the end of the bunch of bananas (Nar.400:l-3).    The hero was the lord of the village where the buffalo cutting  off its  tethering  rope,  grazed  at dawn in the field of paddy with long ears of corn (Aink.95:2).    The concubine of the hero said to him: "Your rare^visits once a year, is
. distressing and of little benefit to us, like just a few showers of rain to a field awaiting a heavy
downpour, in time for the ears of corn to ripen fully" (Kali.71:24).
}
*2. Munkil nel (Bamboo grain)
Part's Parampu country had a four-fold fertility; with bamboo producing grains, the jack with ripe fruit, the sweet-potato from the ground, and the honey dripping from the honey-combs on the hill (Puram. 109:4-7). The. millet had big ears of corn looking like the curved trunk of an elephant resting on its tusks, after it had struggled to bring down the bamboo with mature grains (Kuru.35). Vatukars ate off teak leaves, fine paddy-grains cooked with curds and meat of the deer left behind by a tiger (Akam. 107:6-8), In the desert-tract, the grains shaken from the bamboo as the male monkey leapt from it, fell upon the hot rock and got parched immediately (Akam.767:10-12). The elephant that had eaten the white bamboo-grains slumbered in the" odorous hill-side (Nar. 7:9). The maid said to her mistress: "Let us sing the husking song as we pound the bamboo-grains in the rocky mortar with elephant-tusks as the pestles, and sift the grains with the broad leaf of the colocasia as the winnow"
3. Malainel (Mountain-paddy) While the female monkey digging into the jack-fruit, ate the fleshy drupes throwing aside the seeds, the hill-woman pounded mountain-paddy, singing ift praise of her father's hill-tract (Nar.373:3*!£r. The maid said to the heroine: "Let us pornid mountain-paddy in the rocky mortar with sandal-logs and the tusks of the elephant that slew a tiger, as the pestles, and sing of our lord of the hills, as when we adore Lord Murukan" (Kali.43:3- 5).n wealth from abroad: "If after your departure, my lady losesbreasts of my young beloved"n a cold dewy day, the hero left us, while the owl hooted from the nemai  theirleaner"Obd of Dea^h a ram Your twelve \expndtw-2 hands sport these tributes!\super 11\nosupersub  (Pari.5:58-60).}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li12\fi0\ri0\sb281\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 2. \i Mayfr \i0 (Hair)}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li2\fi0\ri0\sb5\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 The male sparrov/, feeding upon paddyrgrains,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li12\fi0\ri0\sb2\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw12\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 dwelt with its mate in a iiest built with the}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li17\fi0\ri0\sb10\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 split ends of \i tip& \i0 strings of minstrels' \i ynls, \i0 and}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li12\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw4\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 the thick hair'on the manes and tails Df horses}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li24\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 (Puram318:5,6).}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li34\fi1164\ri0\sb576\sa0\sl-288\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-2\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 (Ear of corn/tender shoot/embryo) \expndtw5 The/fresh panicum crop ripened to maturity \expndtw7 uppn its long dark stem with plump ears t)f \expndtw0 c6rn (Puram. 120:6,7). In the woody tract,,&e \expndtw1 rabbit with eyes round as gooseberries, fed On \expndtw2 the tender shoots of the curved panicum fiiant \expndtw5 and after slumbering amidst the vines; drank \expndtw8 the water in the courtyard of a house along \expndtw5 with its mate (Akam.284:2,3). Kuguvafl's \expndtw-3 Marantai was a fertile village where the teuphig. \expndtw2 shrimp, severed the bindweed .creepy'-in the \expndtw-3 slush, making the bent ears 0f cbrii erf paddy to \expndtw-2 open out (Akam.376:14-15).}\par \sect\sectd \sbknone\pgwsxn12240\pghsxn15840\marglsxn5996\margrsxn5918\margtsxn1440\margbsxn720\cols1\colsx60 \pard \plain \li0\ri0\sb0\sa0\pvpara\phmrg\posnegx1344\posnegy653\absw0\absh2716\nowrap\dfrmtxtx38\dfrmtxty60 {\pict\wmetafile8\picw4741\pich4792\picwgoal2688\pichgoal2716
